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September 13, 2020

Pastor Lanny’s Lyrics:
Grace and peace to you my brothers and sisters! This week we have been considering Matthew 18:15-20, in
which Jesus outlines a very specific process of how to resolve disputes in the church and live at peace with one
another, starting with approaching each other one on one for deeper understanding. In Matthew 18:20, at the
end of detailing this process, Jesus says, “where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among
them.” In other words, it is in the midst of a community of reconciliation that Jesus himself dwells. It is the
nature of God to be in such community.
This is so important to remember in these times. With all we have been through the past few months and now
with the presidential and general elections coming up in November, we need to be aware that there are forces
in the world that seek to divide us for the purpose of giving them more power. We live in a participative
democracy and we do take the blessing and responsibility of that seriously. There are significant decisions
about the future of our community, state, and nation to be made. And we pray for God’s guidance with that.
However, we need to be aware, as Christians, that our ULTIMATE allegiance is to Jesus Christ and each other
as part of the body of Christ, not a particular politician or political party. Our call in Christ, is to work on the
unity of the body for what we share: the blessed status as beloved children of God. As the Apostle Paul says
in 1Corinthians 1:10: “Now, I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ,
that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the
same mind and the same purpose.”
Now, does that mean we will always agree about everything, including politics? No. What it does mean is that
what unites us, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, is stronger and more CENTRAL to our identity than anything
that could try to divide us. I’m so glad that CHRIST IS CENTRAL AT CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH! We have already begun to see commercials, social media posts, emails, and text messages that clamor
for our ultimate allegiance to specific politicians and political parties. We will see more and more in the two
months to come and they will become more and more aggressive and polarizing. I encourage you, church,
especially in this season, to hold to what matters most: our connection in Jesus Christ. Let us continue to be
the kind of loving community, focused on Christ, trusting his promise, that where two or three are gathered in
his name, he is here among us! Thanks be to God! Amen.

Prayer Requests
(All prayer requests will be kept on for
2 weeks unless requested to stay on)

Students, Parents & School Staff
Wint & Mary Lou Holtzclaw
Unspoken
Jason Hill
Bob Sullivan
Maxine Wally
Larry Shell
Koy Dawkins
Judith Rogers
Ellie Walden
Dean Davidson
Our Bishop Paul Leeland
District Superintendent Laura Auten
The Family of Ken Dickens
Our President & Vice President
Our Pastors
Ricky Black
Ron Williams
Joan Haynes
Please call the Church Office 704-289-3186 or email
skeesler@centralumcmonroe.org to add your prayer
requests. If you have a confidential prayer request,
please email llancaster@centralumcmonroe.org or
smottram@centralumcmonroe.org.

There are 3 ways to give
Text to Give
(instructions to the bottom right)

Give online
(Go to Central UMC website)

Mail to the church
(see address below)
The best way to give your tithes and offerings is to
give securely through "Text 2 Give" or online at
"centralumcmonroe.org" (please see main
Constant Contact page for link to instructions). If
you would rather mail your tithes and offerings our
address is 801 S Hayne St, Monroe, 28112,
Attention: Debbie. We appreciate your
faithfulness to your church in these times as our
bills and expenses are ongoing.

There are several ways to give to Chalk it Up to Love – Central this
year! You can go online and buy from Amazon and they will ship it
right to the church! You can buy items and drop them off at the
church during office hours (or make arrangements with Virginia or
Linda). Or you can donate monetarily and send it in to the church
with your tithes & offerings and designated what you want given to
Chalk it Up to Love – Central.

